
When my youngest son, Ryder, passed away in June 2018 at the age of thirteen in a
boating accident, I couldn’t imagine having a future without him. But God…He has
taken the pieces of my shattered heart and carefully held each piece as He has
worked to put them and my life back together. My family, friends, and I believed
God would use Ryder’s extraordinary life to leave a legacy far greater than anyone
could ask or imagine. Seven and a half years later, we continue to see that promise
fulfilled.

There have been so many beautiful moments and things to come out of this tragedy,
but this is one of my favorites! Our friends host a basketball tournament in Ryder’s
memory every year…the first one raised $150,000! Our most recent tournament in
December raised over $75,000. We use the money raised to help others, especially
children, in a way that honors Ryder. Ryder’s family, along with many friends,
created the Ryder Lewis Memorial Fund to manage these funds through The
Community Foundation of West Tennessee.

I’m so excited to share our latest endeavor!!! We (RLMF) have partnered with The
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Memphis to expand its mission to Jackson, TN,
serving the families of Le Bonheur Children's Hospital, located on the campus of
Jackson-Madison County General Hospital. Families will be near the care their child
needs with the family they love. This will help to provide a “home-away-from-home”
for up to twenty families at a time. We held our ribbon-cutting event in December
to celebrate this milestone. We feel extremely grateful and excited to open our
doors and start serving families…hopefully in February 2026! My Ryder will be
honored inside this House with a memorial set up in his honor, which warms this
Momma’s heart so much. The Ryder Lewis Memorial Fund has been able to donate
over $250,000 toward this effort so far! 

Please send up prayers, good thoughts, well-wishes, etc., our way as we begin to
serve these precious families. Feel free to reach out to me if you have any
questions…tracey@tssip.com                -Tracey Lewis
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